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over a pound a day. Think how many of 
your friends and contacts might willingly 
use this feature to raise funds. How 
many people would it take to raise £10 a 
day? Think how far that money would go. 
There are further details elsewhere in 
this newsletter. 
 

I've said it before and I'll say it again....... 
If you pay Income Tax and haven't yet 
signed a Gift Aid form then please do so 
as soon as possible. This is a very sim-
ple way to increase the effectiveness of 
your donations. The government gives 
us back the tax that you have paid on the 
money you donated.  
 

Right now : 
 

 every £10 you donate becomes 
£12.80  

 for every £500 donated from Gift-Aid 
donors the tax-man pays for a girl's 
fees for a year! 

 

So although we have been doing other 
things with other money, we are now 
back to doing what we were set up to do: 
spending your donations on supporting 
166 girls in CCAP Secondary Schools. 
Don't stop now! 

 

 

William Sinclair                      Convenor 

    
 

 

The Mamie Martin Fund exists to raise money 
and spend it as quickly as possible in Malawi 
supporting girls' secondary education. A by-

product of that is the fostering of links be-
tween schools and communities which gener-
ates a flow of knowledge and understanding 
of each others' cultures and lifestyles. It's over 
3 years since MMF received a grant from the 
then Scottish Executive's International Devel-
opment Fund. Our project, known as MaS-
coTT (Malawi Scotland Teachers Together) 
has for the most part been completed. We 
took a bit longer than intended to spend the 
Grant but there has been very little waste. The 
school links which we were able to catalyse 
are self-supporting and thriving and that chap-
ter of the Mamie Martin Fund story is now 
more or less over.  
 

But, although that money is all but gone, other 
money is still regularly coming into the fund 
thanks to the generosity of you, our regular 
donors and supporters. Just as regularly it 
goes out to Malawi, to ensure that, at least in 
the Synod of Livingstonia's secondary 
schools, no girl who succeeds in gaining a 
place is forced to give up for lack of money.  
 

Thank you all very, very much, but please 
don't stop giving: the rate of exchange be-
tween the Malawi Kwacha and Sterling means 
that your pound buys fewer Kwachas just now 
so we need to raise more money to achieve 
the same level of support. Add into the equa-
tion that school fees have risen substantially 
as well, and you reach the conclusion that we 
need to be extra vigorous in our fundraising.  
 

As well as our usual efforts, we have found 
that the world wide web offers some high-tech 
opportunities. This is as safe and painless a 
way of raising money as we can imagine. With 
only a handful of us using it just now income is  

 IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE, SUPPORT 
US, OR SIMPLY NEED MORE INFORMATION , 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT: 
11 Harviestoun Road, Dollar 

FK14 7HG 

Phone: 0785 231 7825 or 01259 742827 

E-mail: admin@mamiemartin.org   
Web: www.mamiemartin.org   

‘FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF GIRLS’ EDUCATION IN MALAWI’ 
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 In March this year I was lucky enough to visit Malawi to 
conduct a governance visit on behalf of the Mamie 
Martin Fund. The trip was financed by the Scottish 
Government so the main purpose of my visit was to 
gather feedback from each of the Synod schools who 
had been partnered with a school here in Scotland. This 
involved meeting with the staff and pupils who had been 
involved with the exchange, and also observing the 
impact of the partnerships on the schools in general. I 
was accompanied on my visits by Paul Thole, our 
administrator in Malawi, successor to Macmin Mulaga, 
whose post is also financed by the grant. The time spent 
working together was invaluable to the MMF as a way of 
building a relationship with our main contact in Malawi, 
and also for Paul, to gain a greater understanding of how 
we work. 

 

It was clear to me that each of the schools whose 
partnerships have progressed have benefited greatly 
from the experience, and not just in a financial capacity. 
The friendships that have been formed between staff 
and students in each school will last a lifetime, as will the 
lines of communication and opportunities for sharing 
ideas and information. Those that haven't progressed 
quite as quickly, ie Ekwendeni/Williamwood and 
Karonga/Alva, are learning from the experiences of the 
other three schools and are looking forward to forming 

stronger ties with their partner schools. 

As well as finding out how the partnerships have 
affected the schools in Malawi, I also gained a deeper 
understanding of Malawian life and how schools operate 
there. As Treasurer I obviously have an interest in the 
money side of things so it was good to meet with the 
bursars at each school as well as Mr Happy Lupwayi, 
the Synod Accountant and MMF Treasurer at their end. I 
was able to find out exactly what the "Hardship Fund", 
as we call it, is spent on. 

 

Basically, the money we send each term is used to pay 
the fees of about 160 girls who attend the 6 Synod 
schools in the Northern Region of Malawi. Theoretically, 
each school divides up the fees and uses them for: 
tuition - paid to the Government, who in turn pay the 
teachers salaries; boarding - food for the girls; General 

Purpose Fund - any extras that might crop up during the 
term; Development Fund - repairs and maintenance in the 
school; Textbook Revolving Fund - collected once a year 
in term 1 and used to buy any books required; and extras 
such as Home Economics materials, medical expenses 
and computer maintenance. However, due to the rising 
cost of food in Malawi the schools often struggle to feed 
their students at the end of term and are usually forced to 
use the majority of the fees for this purpose, rather than 
maintain buildings or purchase textbooks. This is 
obviously not a new problem, but it is why I and the staff 
at all of the schools, fully support the Synod's decision to 

increase the fees from approx. £30/girl/term to £55/girl/
term. 

 

An extra £25 per term may not seem all that much to us, 
but in Malawian terms it will go a long way. Perhaps now 
that the schools have enough money to feed their 
students they will be able to use the fees as intended and 
repair buildings or buy much needed equipment. One 
teacher who I met on my trip told me that, until he visited 
Scotland as part of the MASCOTT exchange, the concept 
of saving money to buy something special or pay for 
something specific had never really occurred to him. The 
Malawian way is to spend what you have, when you have 
it, on necessary items rather than tucking money away to 
use at a later date. He hopes that in the future his family, 
and also the school, will be able to budget and save, so 
that if something crops up, they can help themselves 
rather than ask for a handout. 

 

The negative impact of the increase in fees however is 
that more and more families will probably struggle to pay 
fees, and therefore it is likely that more girls than ever will 
need our support. Unfortunately, with the exchange rate 
being much lower than it has been in recent years, our £s 

Rhiannon outside ROLASS with two of the students, Robert Malongo and 
Hendrina Msuku, who visited Scotland in 2008 as part of the Balfron Ex-
change. 

The library at Elangeni, the newest of the Synod Schoools. Books gifted to the 
school by other organiations, but irrelevant to the coursework. 

MMF supported girls at EGSS (Ekwendeni) 

MALAWI  IN  MARCH 



they will be accommodated on campus and will attend 
lessons and assemblies, take meals with fellow pupils 
and colleagues, take part in sport and other school club 
activities, and visit other local projects ( hospital, 
primary schools, etc). ….. 

 

Kinross High School and Livingstonia Secondary 
School (LIVSS) are also working towards a 
partnership agreement underpinned by mutual 
respect  and understanding. The two schools have 
taken part in a writing competition, and many 
activities have taken place in preparation of the 
visit from Kinross to LIVSS in June 2007.  

A party of 5, 2 teachers– supported by MMF– and 
3 pupils will take part in this exchange visit, and 
the pupils are organizing a number of events to 
fund-raise for it, including a Malawi Day, organized 
by the RE Department of the school.  At LIVSS 

don’t stretch as far as they used to, so at the moment it is unlikely 
that we can afford to support more than 160 girls each year.  

The Mamie Martin Fund’s objective has always been that “no girl 
who has gained a place at secondary school should have to give 
it up due to poverty" and therefore aims to advance the education 
of girls in Malawi.  You can read about the problems still faced by 
girls in Malawi and some of the steps being made to improve 
things in Paul Thole’s article on ’Female and Gender Issues in 
Secondary Education - the Malawi case' on p4. I was most 
impressed by the diligent and hard working girls I met in all of the 
Synod schools. All were keen to do well in their studies, and many 
of the MMF supported girls have the potential to gain good 
grades. Those I spoke to had ambitions to become accountants, 
nurses, teachers, clinical officers and engineers. All were very 
grateful for the support they receive from the Mamie Martin Fund, 
and at BAGSS and ROLASS we were entertained by the MMF 
girls who recited poems, danced, sang and demonstrated their 
acting abilities! While at EGSS we were able to have a singing 
and ceilidh dancing masterclass with a group of the MMF girls and 
some of the school choir. The time I spent interacting with the 

MMF girls was extremely heartwarming and it was a pleasure to 
meet so many confident and inspiring young women. 

Whilst I am pleased to report that the Scottish Government funded 
project MaScoTT has been a success and that all of the schools 
in Malawi have benefited from their partnerships, I do believe that 
it is time for the Mamie Martin Fund to step back and refocus on 
our main objective - to support the secondary education of girls in 
Malawi. Yes, there are still many challenges faced by all of the 
schools in terms of limited facilities and not enough hostels, 
teachers houses and classrooms, but unfortunately we can't 
singlehandedly solve all of these problems. It is hoped that the 
MMF, having good lines of communication with Malawi, can direct 
the schools towards organising support to enable us to concen-
trate on our own objective.  A secondary education is something 
that a lot of us are guilty of taking for granted, but Malawian girls 
don’t and we need your ongoing support to enable us to continue 
paying the fees of those who otherwise cannot afford to go to 
school. 

  

 

Rhiannon Sinclair                                       Treasurer   
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MMF girls at BAGSS entertain their guests! 

Costs of going to school  
in Malawi 
 

 

School fees for a year (per girl)  £165.00 

 

Which contributes to: 

Boarding                                    £130.00 

Development                               £20.00 

Tuition                                           £6.50 

General Purpose                           £6.50 

Textbooks                                      £2.00  

 

 

To study Home Economics and Compu-
ting costs £20 

Exam fees are £5 

Medical expenses for a year are £15 

 

 

 

 

Why not donate £11 a month and feed 
a girl for a year? 

 

Or £6.50 a month and educate 12 girls 
a year? 

 

Or £20 a month and provide textbooks 
for 120 girls a year? 
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FEMALE AND GENDER ISSUES  
IN SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATION  

- the Malawi case (article by Paul Thole) 
 

When Malawi became independent in 1964 the country had fewer secondary schools for a population 
of about 3 million people (which was growing fast) than were needed.   Realising the need for higher 
education the Government encouraged people in each district to develop a secondary school and 
more than twenty new schools opened as a result. The government also supported missionary groups 
to do the same and now there are hundreds of secondary schools - some of them privately owned. 

All along girls’ education had not kept pace with that of boys; fewer girls passed through school due to 
a lack of places and cultural practices.  Girls helped mothers who were burdened with a lot of domes-
tic work in tasks like tending to younger members of the family.  They had to help in cooking and 
washing and more arduous duties like drawing water and fetching firewood, usually from very distant 
places.  And this is in contrast to boys who in many cases have nothing to do but eat and play. Thus 
boys can find chances to study much more often than girls. Until the introduction of ‘Education for 
All’ (EFA) in 1994, literacy rates were higher for males although the country has more women than 
men. The few girls’ secondary schools had a higher rate of drop-outs than was expected.  The mixed 
schools were not any better. 

Malawi life is mostly agriculturally based and it offers a subsistence way of life which is difficult.  It re-
quires felling trees for creating new gardens and improving existing ones.  It is a man’s work. Unless it 
is really simple tilling of the soil! Such strenuous tasks encourage desperate marriages like the prac-
tice of polygamy, a co-wife being seen as a reliable companion and starvation can drive a younger 
lady into an early marriage. A girl trying to go further with education, up to now in the rural setting, is 
bound to be mocked by her fellows for trying to play the man. ‘What does she want to be?’ or, ‘it’s not 
in their family, any way.’ Yet the world of study is not all that easy for every girl. 

All along the curriculum has demonstrated a male dominated world. The text book languages as well 
as the teachers, among other things, are biased against the girl student. The girl who is not careful 
cannot only lose her place due to academic failure. Many a girl has been thrown out for other reasons- 
among these is being found pregnant at school.  But from 1994 a girl can be re-admitted to school af-
ter she has been sent away from school for being found pregnant, provided she requests to come 
back within two years of being sent away from school due to pregnancy. Many girls who were expelled 
from school have come back to school. 

To encourage access for girls to secondary school (or universi-
ty), entry marks have been made less for them than for boys. 
Girls get to college if they score five credits as against six for 
boys. Within the past 15 years, no less than two curriculum re-
views have been made to make education favourable to girls. 
Gender and gender equality issues have been incorporated into 
the curriculum and an impressive list of stake-holders to curricu-
lum meetings includes politicians, educationalists, traditional 
leaders, businessmen…they discuss how to progress curricular 
change.  It is further hoped that girls’ hostels now being put up 
at community day secondary schools will help improve girls’ 
studies in these schools developed with the advent of EFA. Un-
like boys the girls will stay at the schools while boys will have to 
walk from their rather distant homes. In addition, lady teachers 
have been appointed as head-teachers to recognize female tal-
ent and to help provide more models of female achievers for a 
girl student. 

During one of his visits to Bandawe in 2009 Paul Thole 
saw over the hostel being built for BAGSS pupils.  



 
The Mamie Martin Fund hits the 21st Century! 

 

We are now registered with a few online giving sites to make donating even easier for 
you! 
 

Charity Homepages 

By making http://sites.charityhomepages.com/mmf your homepage and using the 
search box as often as you can, MMF will earn a proportion of the advertising reve-
nue generated by Yahoo. Over the past couple of months we've been making about a 
£1 a day... not big bucks, but every penny counts, and it doesn't cost you, or us, a 
thing! 
Check out www.charityhomepages.com  for more information. 
 

eBay for Charity 

Selling something on eBay? We're also now registered with eBay as a charity, which 
means sellers can nominate us to receive 10% of the final sale price, or more if 
they're really generous! The bonus for sellers is that their eBay fees will also be re-
duced by the same percentage. And they'll even Gift Aid your donation! 
Looking for something to buy on eBay? Check out MMF's sellers first to see if what 
you're looking for is there. Go to www.ebay.co.uk/ebayforcharity and search for Ma-
mie Martin Fund. 
 

Everyclick 

Fancy doing a spot of fundraising for the Mamie Martin Fund? Maybe a sponsored 
cycle or a karaoke-a-thon?! At everyclick you can build your own fundraising page 
where friends and family can make online donations, which come straight to us. Gift 
Aided, of course. 
Or if you just want to make a one off donation, this can also be done here, in a simple 
and secure way. 
Find out more at www.everyclick.com/mamiemartinfund 

 

Old-fashioned option 

If you're a technophobe but still want to support the Mamie Martin Fund, we obviously 
still welcome good old fashioned cheques and standing orders, so get in touch and 
we'll send you a form! And remember to sign a Gift Aid form if you're a UK taxpayer 
and haven't already done so... it doesn't cost you any-
thing extra. 
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Scottish Charity Number SC 021483 

 

Registered office address:  
43 Ravenscroft, Irvine KA12 9DE 

E-mail: admin@mamiemartin.org  Web: www.mamiemartin.org   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOLS NEWS 

 

Balfron High School and ROLASS at Embangweni:  This summer saw a group of 4 staff 
and 6 pupils travel out to Malawi.  This school partnership includes a commitment by 
Balfron to support some male students at ROLASS during their secondary school educa-
tion.  This commitment is being funded from local income generating ventures. 

 

Kinross High School and Livingstonia Secondary School:  This partnership was thriv-
ing and attracted a great deal of commitment both from the school at Kinross and the wider 
local community.  Sadly the school at Livingstonia closed down earlier in 2009 and the part-
nership has been unable to continue.  Staff and pupils at Kinross High School are investi-
gating various avenues in order to establish another partnership. 

 

Williamwood High School and Ekwendeni Girls Secondary School:  This partnership 
became established recently with 2 teachers from Williamwood travelling out to Malawi in 
May 2009.  A return visit by 2 staff from Ekwendeni is taking place now—in September 
2009. 

 

Alva Academy and Karonga Girls Secondary School:  This is the most recently estab-
lished school partnership and the head-teacher from Karonga is visiting Alva in the Au-
tumn.   

 

Falkirk High School and Bandawe Girls Secondary School:  This school partnership 
has seen Falkirk High School fund a group of staff and pupils to visit Malawi.  Falkirk High 
School is in the process of raising funds to bring a group of teachers and students over 
from Malawi this Winter.  FHS has made a commitment to assist in the development of 
BAGSS. 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the Mamie Martin Fund website to read the latest 
news and view recent documents. 

 

www.mamiemartin.org 

 

 


